“I feel like I’m too busy writing history to read it.”
-

Kanye

Journalism Module 1
-

Writing Stories
Ethics/empathy

Introduction
In this module, students will learn the importance of story writing when writing data
articles. They will also learn how to use data truthfully, and to its fullest. With this, they will
then be able to display their data more effectively, making them good journalists. However,
there are lots of bad journalists out there. These journalists skew data and manipulate it in a
way that is more beneficial to their standpoint. It is important that students are able to not
only identify and avoid these articles, but also don't make skewd visualizations themselves.

Objectives
1.
2.
3.
4.

Students will understand how to write with journalistic flare.
Students will learn how to specifically write for data journalism and get practice writing.
Students will understand why empathy is necessary in data journalism.
Students will understand the ethics of journalism.

Agenda
1.

Intro to Spicy Stories

2. Engaging Storytelling
3. Ethics in Journalism
4. Empathy in Statistics/Journalism

Intro to Spicy Stories (10 min)

Purpose:
Students get to warm-up and get an introduction to making stories. They also should
start to think and learn about what makes a story s picy.

Materials:
- IMSA Courses
Directions:
Project a visualization on the board and have the students find interesting trends. Then
one of the facilitators should take the students’ trends and (very monotonically) tell a short
made-up sample article (about something relevant like how Jay did skills in CORE) very
boringly. Then discuss the flaws with how the story was told and how it they can be fixed and
possibly try and have the class retell the story in a spicy way.
Discussion:
1. What did you look for to pull stories from the data?
2. How did you make your stories interesting?
3. What elements are important to making a story engaging?
4. How could/did you use the data to contribute to how intriguing your article was?

Engaging Storytelling (20-30 min)

Purpose:
To get students to think creatively about finding stories, teach them content on how to
write stories, and give them the opportunity to practice writing mock stories with feedback.
Materials:
- data article guide
Directions:
1. Try making article with prompts
2. Facilitate data article guide content
3. Rework articles for practice
Divide students into groups and give each group journalism prompts (prompts are
mundane events on IMSA campus). Taks students with getting to the root of the stories - what kind
of interesting stories can they tell?
Prompts:
1. New ceiling art in the loft
2. Sporadic weather (weird rain/hail thing) on Monday
3. Clash Theme Reveals
4. Glass Panels in the AC Pit
5. Productive Conversations GA (BELLAS)
Give students 5 minutes to think about their topic and brainstorm story potentials. Then
give them 10 minutes to prepare a short presentation/pitch to the class. The presentation should
cover:
-Who? What? Where? When? Why?
-Present an interesting spin on it (Enterprise Journalism)
Using their stories or right after presentations/pitches, use the data article guide to teach
them about how to write data journalism. Give them 10-15 to rework their stories (with our
guidance) and have them actually type of a paragraph or two. You have the option to have people
walk around and read each others’, or to do another round of presentations.
Discussion:
1. None

Ethics in Journalism (5 minutes)

Purpose:
Students will learn about the ethics of journalism. This should be quick and painless. Just rip
off the bandaid and give a concise lecture.
Materials:
Whiteboard marker and a positive attitude!!
Directions:
Give a quick and S P I R I T E D lecture on these five principles of Journalism!
Truth and Accuracy
- What’s the point in journalism if what you write isn’t accurate? You should always strive to
give as much accuracy as possible.
- Students should use reliable sources with good information so their projects are accurate
enough to be relevant and useful.
Independence
- Journalists should share their own voices and not lie about influences like sponsors or
political leanings. This goes along with the truth category.
- At a place as politically charged as IMSA, acknowledging political biases or motivations is
critical to having an ethical project.
Fairness and Impartiality
- While objectivity is not always possible or even necessary, concealing or misrepresenting
opposing sides of an issue calls the truth of the article into question
- Again, IMSA is very politically charged and a lot of students may be trying to prove a point
with their research. We should prevent them from only displaying the data that they
believe proves their answer
Humanity
- Journalists are not supposed to do harm by, for example, publishing sensitive data about a
private individual. While stories may be hurtful because of their stance on an issue, they
should not do more than cause emotional reactions.
- Though it’s unlikely anyone will be dealing with sensitive information that threatens their
humanity during the IMPACT year, this is something we should teach for future reference.
Accountability
- Acknowledge errors and possible mistakes in your article and research. This helps improve
accuracy and trustworthiness.
- A lot of IMPACT students just get lazy with their projects. We need to make sure they are
doing their best work and paying attention to the little details.

Empathy in Statistics/Journalism (10-15 min)
Purpose:

Students will understand how emotion/empathy plays a role in how to choose
statistics for a data journalism article.
Materials:
●

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/gun-deaths/

●

https://abc7chicago.com/police-boy-11-found-shot-to-death-in-west-pullman
-/3558560/

Directions:
Quickly go through the statistics and article with the students. The first link is to show
empathy’s role in statistics. Discuss how statistics were used to make the reader empathize but
also how statistics can dehumanize and reduce people to numbers, and what the downfall of
this is. The second link is to show empathy’s role in journalism in general. Discuss how the
story was written in a way that made readers feel empathetic.
Discussion:
5. What was the tone of the statistics (first link)? How did it make you feel?
6. What was the tone of the article (second link)? How did it make you feel?
7. How did the way the second story was told make you react with more empathy than
the first one? (Compare with examples)
8. What are the dangers of dehumanizing data subjects?
9. How can statistics and stories be told differently to change what the reader thinks?

Crowd Sourced Sophs Survey
https://goo.gl/forms/N6DFf7YH4ME8wKH62
Supplemental
http://theconversation.com/ethics-and-writing-63399

